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SUBJECT: DETENTION OF U.S. JOURNALIST IN ASMARA 

1. ON NOVEMBER 4 MR. BRUCE OUDES ARRIVED IN ASMARA FROM KHARTOUM 
VIA ET 701. OUDES, JOURNALIST. FREE-LANCE WRITER, AND EDUCATOR. 

IS TRAVELLING THROUGH AFRICA IN CONNECTION WITH STUDY FOR 
DEPARTMENT'S CU BUREAU. ON ARRIVAL IN ASMARA, HE LISTED HIS 
OCCUPATION AS JOURNALIST/EDUCATOR, AND WAS ALLOWED TO PASS THROUGH 
AIRPORT IMMIGRATION WITHOUT COMMENT. SHORTLY THEREAFTER HE 
VISITED CONGEN TO DISCUSS GENERAL SITUATION IN ERITREA. 

AFTER BRIEF INTERVIEW, DURING WHICH HE WAS WARNED BY CONGEN OF 
RISKS OF BEING DISCOVERED BY EPMG TO BE UNAUTHORIZED JOURNALIST 
IN ASMARA, HE WENT DOWNTOWN TO OBSERVE GENERAL CONDITIONS IN 
CITY. HE RETURNED TO CONGEN IN LATE AFTERNOON TO TELEPHONE PAO 
IN ADDIS TO DISCUSS LATTER'S CONCERN ABOUT OUDES STAY IN ASMARA. 

2. OUDES RETURNED TO HIS HOTEL, AND AT 6 P.M. WAS PICKED UP 
THERE BY EPMG IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS AND TAKEN TO THEIR 
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TO CALL CONGEN TO SAY THE IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES INTENDED TO 
DETAIN HIM OVERNIGHT. CONSOFF TELEPHONED COL. TEFEREDEGN YITNA, 
CHIEF, IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT, ASMARA. TO REQUEST GROUNDS FOR 
OUDES DETENTION AND EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF OUDES BEING RELEASED 
ON HIS OWN RECOGNIZANCE. COL. TEFEREDEGN SAID HE HAD DETAINED 
OUDES ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM AUTHORITIES IN ADDIS AND THAT HE 
COULD NOT RELEASE HIM WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM THESE 
AUTHORITIES. CONGEN INFORMED DCM IN ADDIS. WHO HAD EPMG 
SECURITY OFFICIALS NOTIFIED OF OUDES DETENTION. THIS INTERVENTION 
APPARENTLY RESULTED IN OUDES BEING RELEASED AND PLACED OVERNIGHT 
IN IMPERIAL HOTEL. 

3. ON MORNING OF NOV. 5. CONSOFF WAS TO MEET WITH IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS OUDES DETENTION AND CONDITIONS FOR RELEASE. 
BEFORE MEETING OCCURRED, COL. TEFEREDEGN CALLED CONSOFF TO SAY 
THAT OUDES WOULD BE SENT TO ADDIS ON SPECIAL EAL FLIGHT WHICH 
WAS AT THAT MOMENT ON GROUND IN ASMARA. OUDES LEFT ASMARA 

AT ABOUT 9:30 LOCAL. OUDES WILL BE PERMITTED TO REMAIN 
IN ADDIS UNTIL HE DEPARTS FRIDAY, NOV. 7, FOR SCHEDULED STOP 
IN KIGALI. 

4. SINCE OUTBREAK OF HEAVY FIGHTING ON JAN. 31, EPMG AUTHORITIES 
HAVE CLOSELY RESTRICTED TRAVEL OF JOURNALISTS TO ERITREA. 

HANDFUL OF JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED INTO ASMARA DURING 
LAST TEN MONTHS, THOUGH THEIR MOVEMENT AND ACCESS HAS BEEN 
RESTRICTED. NORMAL PROCEDURE IS TO SEEK SPECIAL PERMISSION 
FROM EPMG IN ADDIS, WHICH OFTEN TAKES SEVERAL WEEKS. 
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